
May 22, 2020 

Dear Parents: 

Congratulations on your child being selected to enter Shadow Creek High School’s AP Capstone 
Program.  The purpose of this course is to offer promising students challenging work that will prepare 
them for collegiate-level reading and writing.  

Additionally, because the AP Capstone Seminar course is research-intensive and because of the rigorous 
calendar for this course, students will be required to complete a summer reading assignment in 
preparation for the first designed unit.  

In Alvin Independent School District, Advanced Placement courses are offered to students, who upon 
successful completion of course work, may take AP examinations administered each year in May, and if 
successful, they will be awarded college credit accepted and/or recognized by most universities.  AP 
Capstone courses, in particular, serve as a signal of distinction to colleges, many of which award 
scholarships for students earning Capstone Certificates or Capstone Diplomas upon graduation. 

Specifically, the AP Capstone Seminar summer reading assignment is designed to introduce students to 
concepts central to the program.  Students will gain experience in conducting preliminary research on a 
specific theme through this assignment. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Please encourage your child to complete this reading assignment located in Google Classroom 
 (code:  c5yv6x2) before the first day of school.  Students will access the Seminar Summer Reading 
Assignment from this Google Classroom, but they will turn in the assignment on the first day of school to 
a different Google Classroom, specific to teacher and class period.  This assignment is due the first day of 
class. 
 
Thank you for your cooperation and continuing interest in your child’s education. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Pamela Blades Robert Lechleiter 
pblades@alvinisd.net rlechleiter@alvinisd.net  
AP Capstone Seminar/Research Teacher AP Capstone Seminar Teacher  
 
 
Melissa Brubaker 
Advanced Academic Specialist 
 
 
 
 



AP CAPSTONE SEMINAR SUMMER READING ASSIGNMENT 2020 
 
 
1) Students must first sign in to Google Classroom AP Seminar Capstone 2020.  Enter the following 

code to join the classroom:  c5yv6x2 
 

Do not submit your completed assignment to this Google Classroom. 
Your teacher will provide you with a new classroom code on the first 
day of school for submission purposes. 

 
Fundamental to the Seminar course, students must learn to read difficult texts through the following 
lenses: 

 
 
You will apply these lenses in Part 2 of the assignment. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



To ascertain the credibility of an author/source, consider the following components: 
 

Reputation (credentials?) 
Ability to observe (eyewitness?) 
Vested Interest (stakeholder?) 
Expertise (researcher? professional?) 
Neutrality (biased? objective?) 
 

Note:  In Capstone, RAVEN is a verb.  We RAVEN all sources. 
 

NO JOURNALISTIC SOURCES (that have a potential for bias)  ie.  New York Times, Washington Post 
Also Note:  All Google searches for sources must be Advanced searches OR searches through 

Google Scholar.  
 

Assignment 
 

Part 1:  First select a narrow topic (issue) that reflects the theme of power.  Then locate  
5 credible sources that reflect the theme of power and/or your selected issue. 

 
Required:  *Peer-reviewed article  (research-based topic with more than one author) 

     *Excerpt from a informative/non-fiction book that addresses your chosen  
issue and reflects the theme of power 
 

Choose ONE: Poem 
Song 
Artwork 

 
Choose ONE: Non-fiction essay  (The examples below should be available online in  

pdf form.  Other examples can be found in anthologies, collections of 
essays, like Samuel Cohen’s 50 Essays:  A Portable Anthology) 
 
“Just Walk on By:  Black Men and Public Space” by Brent Staples 
“Whistling Vivaldi Won’t Save You” by Tressie McMillan Cottom 
“The Men We Carry in Our Minds” by Scott Russell Sanders 
“Shooting an Elephant” by George Orwell 
“Two Ways to Belong in America” by Bharati Mukherjee 
“Curbing Nature’s Paparazzi” by Bill McKibben 
“On Being a Cripple” by Nancy Mairs 

 
Credible video (TedTalk, documentary) 
Government Websites 
Credible Websites 

 
 

 
 



 
 
Part 2:  Create a table like the one below to begin a preliminary analysis of your sources,  

 identifying which of the lenses are most reflected in each of your 5 sources. The 
 fewer the lenses among your sources, the narrower your focus.  A narrow focus is  
 preferable to a broad focus.   Thus, try to select sources that reflect ONE, or no  

              more than two lenses (political, economic, environmental, cultural, ethical, etc.) 
  
 
 

Theme:  Power Issue:  (Your choice) 

Source Lens Text Evidence 

   

   

   

   

   

 
 
Part 3:   Create a table like the one below, and complete it to serve as a pre-writing for Part 4.  

(It may help to read the model paragraph in Part 4 before creating this table.) 
 
 
Theme of Power as Reflected in the issue____________________________________(Name your issue). 
 

Source# Claim to Support Issue Text Evidence (quotes) to 
Support Claim  

Written Connection (embed quoted 
evidence into your written 
connection) 

1    

2    

3    

4    

5    

 
 
 
 



 
 
Part 4:  In a well-written paragraph, support a claim associated with your selected issue and the theme of 
power by connecting 2-3 of your sources (see highlighted parts below for example “connections”). The 
ONLY documentation that you need to provide is a bibliography, a list of your 5 sources. 
 

Example Partial Body Paragraph that Reflects Clear Connection of the Sources: 
(This example reflects the theme of change, but could easily be tweaked to 

reflect the theme of power.) 
 
Despite King’s compelling espousal for societal change in favor of racial equality, 

racism is still prevalent today. Khiara Bridges, Professor of Law at the University of 
Berkeley, details the importance of maintaining race-based affirmative action policies in 
her article titled “Class-Based Affirmative Action, or the Lies that We Tell About the 
Insignificance of Race,” by explaining that race is a substantial factor in everyday life 
and class-based affirmative action undermines its importance. Furthermore, her article 
challenges the claim that those in upper-class underrepresented minorities are less subject 
to racial discrimination than those in the lower-class, stating that all members of a 
particular race are equally discriminated against. Matthew DeBell, senior research scholar 
at Stanford University in the institute for research in the social sciences, corroborates the 
arguments posed by Bridges, by detailing the reasoning behind many affirmative action 
policies, and their effects on society, in his article titled “Polarized Opinions on Racial 
Progress and Inequality: Measurement and Application to Affirmative Action 
Preferences.” DeBell mentions how through a series of surveys from 2000-2008, he was 
able to determine that all races believe that racism was still highly prevalent in the United 
States;however, the caucasian and African American populations had vastly differing 
opinions on the degree of racism. More specifically, 16% of whites are of the belief that 
there still lies a substanital amount of discrimination, “compared to 57% of Blacks 
holding this view”. Overall, Debell’s and Bridges’ articles reaffirm the claim initially 
presented in King’s letter by detailing the extent of racism in contemporary society, and 
the necessity of race-based affirmative action policies to recompense for the injustice.  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 

Rubric 
 

Part 1:  5 Sources with Clear Connection  
              to Theme of Power and Your Chosen Issue 15 Points______ 
 
Part 2:  Lens Table 15 Points______ 
 
Part 3:  Theme/Issue/Claim/Connection Table 15 Points______ 
 
Part 4:  Paragraph Showing Clear Connections to 

  Theme, Issue, Claims (Sources are connected logically.) 50 
Points______ 
 
Part 5:  Bibliography  5 Points______ 
 
 

GRADE __________ 
 
 
 
 
 


